( Safer Car Parks

VISUAL INTELLIGENCE

Behaviour Recognition: An Effective Tool

Over 40% of UK car crime is associated with car parks. Home Office
studies across a number of cities have shown that CCTV coverage
proved an effective deterrent when first introduced, but that this
effect deteriorated in a matter of months. A major concern voiced
by operators was the difficulty of using CCTV to arrest even the most
persistent of offenders. A major weakness cited in the study was the
relatively shown response time of the systems compared to the speed
of the offence. This meant that CCTV was often used merely as a
retrospective tool to gather corroborative evidence when an offender
was later caught for another crime.

Ipsotek’s Visual Intelligence Suite™ uses advanced behavioural

targeting algorithms to track offenders as they go about their business.

The hallmark behaviour of a car thief is recognised as the perpetrator
moves from one vehicle to the next, stopping briefly to try doors and
peer through windows for evidence of valuables left on show. Alerts
are then sounded and video images are streamed to the control room
within seconds. This has proven effective in enabling a response to be
sent before the crime is even committed, rather than minutes or
hours later when first discovered by the victim. Ipsotek’s technology
works effectively with existing static and PTZ cameras, even in
crowded conditions or where poor lighting and weather conditions
present a serious challenge.

“We recognised the need to provide a robust solution for large CCTV
operators which didn’t rely on installing more cameras when often the
ones already in use weren’t being watched.” said Andrew Malim, CEO
of Ipsotek, “One of the unique benefits of our approach to this
problem is that the technology can be deployed rapidly on existing
analogue and IP cameras as vehicle crime hotspots arise in new areas.”
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CCTV in car parks was not

found to lead directly to
many arrests, suggesting
that reduction in crime was

not due to the removal of
offenders. ??
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